
Cholera, Shakespeare and pie 
charts.  Have you cracked your 

data visualisation yet?
Amy O' Baker
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“The purpose of 
visualisation is insight, 
not pictures”

Ben. A. Shneiderman
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Can you separate the two?

Analysis Visualisation

VS
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Tableau

What is data visualisation?

“It’s the graphical representation of 
information and data. By using visual 
elements like charts, graphs and maps, 
data visualisation tools provide an 
accessible way to see and understand 
trends, outliers and patterns in data.”
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Types of data visualisation

Charts Graphs Maps Infographics DashboardsTables
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Why use data visualisation?

Captures           
interest

Spot trends & 
outliers

Internalise the 
information

Easier to                           
understand



What makes a good data visualisation?
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01 Highlight                              
what matters

02 Tell a story 03 Drive action
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01 Highlight what matters



Relative Insight, Fraser House, White Cross Business Park, Lancaster. LA1 4XQ

LANCASTER /  LONDON /  NEW YORK

info@relativeinsight.com     • www.relativeinsight.com 

James Philips
1787
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02 Tell a story
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Percent of dialogue by actors’ age
Source: The Pudding
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Percent of dialogue by actors’ age
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Why use data visualisation?
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The 100 wealthiest 
people on earth
By country
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03 Drive action
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The London       
Cholera Outbreak
1854
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Hospitalisations over time
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Relative insight helps you analyse
and visualise your text data
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Positives
Simple

Easy to understand

Frequency based analysis

Negatives
Obvious

Relies on search
Synonyms
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Positives
Often requested

Ultimate goal

Negatives
Inaccurate

Incorrect conclusions
Sarcasm

Sentiment analysis
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Positives

Feels comprehensive
Easy to generate

Negatives

Obvious
Assumptions

Word cloud
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Words invented or coined by Shakespeare
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Mentions of ‘Asda’ on social



Relative Insight, Fraser House, White Cross Business Park, Lancaster. LA1 4XQ

LANCASTER /  LONDON /  NEW YORK

info@relativeinsight.com     • www.relativeinsight.com 

Effective visualisation relies on using 
the best tool for the job. 

Barrier to entryLower
(Primarily drag and drop 

or click based)

Higher
(Primarily programming 

languages)
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Relative insight has three 
ways of visualising text data 

Heatmap Insight cards Heartbeat
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01 Heatmap
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Heatmap
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02 Insight cards
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Insight cards
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Insight cards
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03 Heartbeat
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Heartbeat
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Can you separate the two?

Analysis Visualisation

VS
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How will I visualise this?


